
A Thorough Examination (LOLER) is similar to an MOT for your 
car. It is legally required if you own, lease or hire a forklift truck. 
 

 
 
Did you know that a Thorough Examination (LOLER) inspection is 

required by law on all of your lifting equipment? Not 

everybody is aware of this, and many organisations are running 

their trucks without a valid Thorough Examination certificate 

meaning they are not only risking the safety of their trucks 

and operators but also breaking the law. In this blog post we 

want to provide you with seven facts on Thorough Examinations. 

Thorough examination - our seven facts 

1. LOLER inspections are a legal requirement for 
all trucks with forks. 

 

2. Thorough Examination ensures your equipment 
meets the Lifting Operations and Lifting 

Equipment Regulations1998 – Regulation 9 

(LOLER98) and the Provision of Use of Work 

Regulations 1998 – Regulation 6 (PUWER98) 

health and safety regulations. 

 

 

3. All new trucks are issued with a ‘CE 
Certificate of Conformity’. The first thorough 



examination is required 4, 6 or 12 months from 

the date of conformity, depending on the truck 

specification and site conditions.  

 

4. The site operator is legally responsible for 
making sure a Thorough Examination is carried 

out irrespective of the ownership of the 

equipment, purchased or hired. 

 

5. Pallet trucks lifting higher than 300mm from 
the ground require a LOLER98 inspection. Low 

lift pallet trucks operating up to 300mm 

require a periodic safety inspection, at least 

once a year, under the PUWER98 regulations. 

 

6. Not all Thorough Examinations cover both 
LOLER98 and PUWER98 regulations, which could 

leave you liable to HSE enforcement. A CFTS 

accredited company will always ensure all 

checks are carried out. 

 

7. Many companies assume their insurance or 
material handling provider undertakes the 

examinations as part of their annual plant 

inspection, often this is not the case. 

 

I rent my truck, do I need a thorough 

examination inspection? 

It is the responsibility of the site owner to ensure that 

these inspections are carried out. That applies to all 

equipment whether it is owned or on a long-term hire 

agreement. If a truck is being rented on short-term hire for 

periods of up to one year, it is then the responsibility of 

the rental company to ensure that an inspection is carried out 

on the equipment; but it is preferential for the hirer to 

always check this and request a copy of the latest inspection 

report. 

 



Thorough examination 

Thorough examination of industrial lift trucks is required under health and safety law: 
LOLER 1998, which covers lifting equipment, and PUWER 1998, which deals with all 
other safety-related items, such as brakes, steering and tyres. Your regular 
inspections as part of a preventive maintenance scheme or scheduled service are 
not a thorough examination. For more information see L117 Rider-operated lift 
trucks: Operator training and safe use and INDG422 Thorough examination of lifting 
equipment (PDF) . 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/l117.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/l117.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg422.pdf
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg422.pdf
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