
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

How to Work Safely at Height Using 
MEWPs 
What is a MEWP? MEWP is an acronym for Mobile Elevator Working 

Platforms; a piece of machinery that is used for completing work at 

height. 

Working at height poses many dangers and risks to workers. In the past four years it was 
reported within the construction industry that 49% of fatalities were due to falls from a height. 
MEWPs are not only used in the construction industry. They are also used within warehouses, 
film and television and mechanics for heavy goods vehicles. If proper safety measures are not 
put in place for workers on MEWPs, then the consequences can be disastrous. 
In January of this year, a 67 year old man was operating a MEWP to replace signs at the 
entrance of his Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV) repair business. A lorry struck the MEWP and he 
fell to the ground. Sadly, he died of his injuries 2 days later. The HSE ruled that this incident 
could have been avoided if the proper planning and safety procedures had been put in place 
before carrying out work. The company was fined £120,000. 

  

Before operating a MEWP, a risk assessment must be completed to highlight 
safety procedures to protect the workers using them. Below is a list of the 
HSE recommendations to help mitigate the hazards involved in working on a 
MEWP: 

1. Make sure that you choose a MEWP that has been designed to avoid accidental button 
pushes, especially if working in confined areas where machinery may come in to contact 

with overhead structures. 

2. Keep the MEWP tidy and uncluttered to avoid tripping whilst on the platform. 

3. Ensure that the ground is suitable for MEWP operation. It should be in good condition, flat 
and able to withstand the applied pressure of the platform. 

4. Any outriggers being used must be extended and grounded before work commences. 

5. Effective guardrails must be fitted to the platform. 

6. A harness must be worn by the worker if there is still a risk of falling. This should be 
attached to a suitable anchor point within the basket so that the wearer cannot fall from 
the platform. 

7. Ensure that before any work is completed that the area around the MEWP has been 
cordoned off. This avoids potential falling objects causing injury to passersby. 

8. Avoid working in high winds as these can tilt platforms and make them unstable. Severe 
weather conditions such as storms and snowfall can also cause damage to the MEWP. 
Inspections should be carried out following use in these conditions. 

9. If the MEWP is being used to install materials, then the weight allowance needs to be 
checked and additional lifting equipment may need to be used. 

10. Nearby potential hazards must be assessed before any work takes place. Avoid working 
near overhead cables or any dangerous machinery. Ensure that the platform does not 
protrude over any traffic routes. 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/industry/construction/index.htm


  

It is important that workers are educated on how to safely operate a MEWP. As many use these 
platforms alone, it is essential that they are fully trained and have the correct protective 
equipment. 

Here are a few safety tips for workers using MEWPs: 

1. Selecting the right MEWP for the job: What is the task at hand? Is the work indoors or 
outdoors? What height outreach is required? What are the ground conditions like? Are 
there any obstacles at height or at ground level? Most of these questions will be answered 
in the risk assessment which must be completed before choosing the appropriate 
equipment. 

2. Pre-Use Inspection: A walk around inspection should be carried out by a certified 
professional before using the MEWP. This is to ensure that the machine is in good, 
working condition since its last use. General wear of equipment and parts can result in the 
MEWP being unsafe to use and so an inspection beforehand is imperative. 

3. Appropriate PPE: As well as the MEWP being safe to operate, it is important that the 
worker looks after their own safety. Ensure they have the correct personal protective 
equipment. A harness should be worn with an adjustable restraint to avoid falling from the 
platform. 

4. Training: As with any job, training is important. Ensure that workers have full training on 
all aspects of the MEWP’s operation. 

5. Personal Safety Device: As many workers operating MEWPs are doing so alone, there may 
be times where help could be hard to obtain. Having a personal safety device ensures that 
if a worker was to fall, then an alarm would be raised automatically due to the responsive 
Man Down feature on our lone worker alarms. 

  

Always remember to trust your instincts. If you are operating one of these 
machines ask yourself these questions beforehand: 

1. Is it safe to use the MEWP? 

2. Is the working environment safe around the area where the MEWP will be used? 

3. Are my tools and PPE in good condition? 

4. Do I know how to raise the alarm if anything happens? 

5. What are the escape routes in case of emergency? 

6. Do I know the location of the nearest first aid kit and fire extinguisher? 

 
 

Working at Height is described as any place at, above or below ground 

level, with a risk of injury if you fall from that place. 

The WAHR 2005 regs explain the need for a risk assessment when working 

at height. When is this required at all working at heights 

BS 1004:2004 states the spacing between guardrails on a mobile tower shall 

be no more than 470mm 



The main guardrail of a mobile tower that conforms to BS 1004:2004 will 

be no more than 950mm from the platform  

BS 8460:2005 gives guidance on the safe distance from power cables on 

steel towers. This distance is 15m with the boom to full extension 

BS 8460:2005 recommends operators inspect their machines by following 

the appropriate manual, but how often prior to use 

LOLER 1998 requires a MEWP to be thoroughly inspected every Six 

weekly 

The HSE recommends two methods to construct a mobile scaffold tower 

safely they are AGR system + 3T System 

Leaning ladders should be erected at an angle of 75 degrees  

A guardrail provides protection Collective 

Ladders and steps are for short durational use, how long should they be 

used in one position for 5-30 minutes 

The European Standard of EN365 recommends a harness should be 

inspected every 12 months as a legal requirement  

The HSE recommend the use of a harness in what type of MEWP Boom 

type 

LOLER 1998 requires 4 things to be marked on a MEWP they are SWL, 

wind speed, max people in cage and LOLER certificate 

A harness is required to display 2 things Manufacturers name and serial 

number 
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